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RESULT OF BATTLE
STILL IS MATTER .

OF CONJECTURE
Reports From Gomez
Palacio and Torreon

Conflicting*.
BOTH CLAIM TO
HAVE ADVANTAGE

Observers of Situation at El Paso
Not Impressed by Either Offi¬

cial Utterance. Renewed
Interest in Outcome

Is Manifested at

Washington.

{Special to The Tlrnos-Dispat.jh ]
AlltoiilO, Texas, March 'J.?,..* Jen

'i;tl 1'ancho Villa, field rna rsha I "of t lio
constitutionalists, )i;is admitted tli.- de¬
feat. of Iiih onco conquering army at
Gomez I'alacio. In u mcswurc to Pro¬
visional fiovernor «'hao, of Chihuahua,wlio l.i In Juarez to moot i icrifral Car-
ranza. Villa said that because if the
terrific sui'l dcailly tlr» of the l-'cd^rals,h* and lil.H army bad I.»...«i forced to
ictr*Hl to Noe, a station about twentyUIUiiiicI'Th north of Torreon. In all
til:- tari't-r this th-i fir>'t tiuio General
Villa (ven lias Intimated defeat

Tli' text of this tit.ssage iv;is trans-
.pitted to iirn'ii.il Hliss, who Is cotn-
iii.indiiiK tho Southern i>«¦ j«:trt*11 11 of
the t.'nltcil States Army, l>y General
.Scott, In command fit Kort Hliss

l'.y l'nltcd States army officers who
lmvc been watching th»* situation and
following the fortunes of tlio rontfn'l
itig nirnies, Villa's t<lr>i;r;iin is looked
upon as a frank admission of defeat.
That the Mexban Kov^rnmPiit plans

to make the defeat of th« Constitu¬
tionalists more roiiiplMe made up-
parent in the practical stripping of t ho
.^altlllo garrison to-»!ay, which was
? '.lit north on a forced march, and to
. lose in on the rear of Villa s army, la
'his column th--ro . i .. approximately5,000 men.

f'onf 11<*11 lie Urpnrli.
I.I Paso. T. "

. Mai-'h -Connie tine
. porta to-day 1- ft th» situation at

Come/. I'alacio ami T>uii''jn a matter
of coll !. t it General Villa telo-
giaph'd t-> Manu I Cliao it Juarez that

hail been in pos-o.-sion of Gomez
I'ala' io s'ln .. i.i'ii ii.i..-, ..:<! predicted
that the rebels would have Torreon not
1.11. f than Saturday. < >t the <»th«*K
and. Miguel I >I. bold. of lill'Tta's c.n-
th' r s< vi« . ihil'ired telegram" de-
lar:i:g til-- rebels had been repulsed

at all points.
l'i* i dd ass' rt. d that when at first

... thought th'-y had taken
Gomez Palai ii.» C ..;. v. . :. victims of a

is'-, as ,i it -ui' of which they lost
niar.y dead aid w undid and '.."! pris¬
on* Th« dcral I'lrcat h< said,
w is a feint to draw the rob- Is ovn
1 dynamite m.ner. v.l.i- !i. he said.
" ..re exphnb I under the Invaders, iwith
t lie result III' i.l lOII«'il

I Vile nil* Itrlveu llaek.
General Villa'1- telegram, iih p.ven

oiu by General ''hao. assorted that
.Jie rebel-- were maintaining a base at
.il Ver.p-I, it \ mil' from Gomez I'a-
lai'lo Hi added that t;i.- F» d.-rals had
attempted to evacuate Torreon throughhill.-* i" the .- itith, hut wei'ij diivenhack into the city

t'liao declares Villa averted That forthe tw<-nty-four >. u - pre .dirii; Instaking i f ilomcz I'a la in. tin* battle
u a (unfilled mostly to artillery piac-li.-e To-day Villa is . |ti.. i . i as sayinglli.it his men Were moving into |mM-tio1,.- for the atta k on Torreon proper,and that lie heliev.il the Federalswould hi- in no pisition to withstandassault aft'-r the homha rdmentwhleli the r« heds i,ave in for
t fn-ra.
Observers rif the situation here saytli.at they have been misled so often in

i ie last ten days hv so-called ol.Vlal
..ports of both sides that neither oitt-ial utterance was impressive. Moreimportance, it was said, attached tothe renewed embargo which lias pre¬vented newspaper correspondent* atthe front from sendlnir impartialtorles of events under their oliserva-t ion.

Itepnrf from I'edr i-/iIh.
C.igle J'ass, Texas. March _V. l'ol-U wing tho repulse of General FranciscoVilla and his rebel army, sighting hasbeen resumed near Torreon at Noe, af«.w miles north of Come?. I'alacio.This was the substance oi a briefdispatch to Feib-ral headquarters inJ'iedras N'.'gras late to-day, said to have

conic direct from the battlefield. It
was sent by (lencral Joaquin Maas.No details wcio given. messagereceived earlier in the afternoon, whichIt. v.as explained related to events oflast night, said:
"Our arms victorious a' Gomez I'a¬lacio. More tliar. I'.OOO killed, wounded

and prisoners. I'avalry pursuiiiu."Federal officials at Piedras NegrasIntorpreted tho last message of Gen-oral Maas as meaning that Villa hadbeen driven from Gomez I'alacio to¬
ward the north, but whether the en¬
gagement at Noe was a final st;£nd bythe rebels in leiiiat or a renewal oftho Torreon attack, no one could say.The Federal dispatches I cached I'ie-ilras Xogras over 11 >. uovernmeiit wireinto Monterey. No details were obtain¬
able, as there is no commercial com¬munication to that point.
General Maas, iniiita'v Governor ofthe northern zone of Mexico, was re¬

ported in a Mexico City dispatch tohave gone from Monterey with Too menin armored automobiles to reinforceVelasco at Torreon.
( liiiitis of IScIicIm.

(Special to The Times-1 >ispatcli. |Washington. .March L'tl..The Consti¬
tutionalist agency here tn-niuht gave
out the following ti Ingram from Uafael
M uz«|tiiz. Const itutioiialist agent at lOI
I 'a so:
"Gomez I'alacio and l.erdo are in our

hands, and Torreon is completely sur¬
rounded. We iiih expecting victory at
any hour."

(.rent Interest in \\ iisliingtini.
Washington, March '.'t!.. Not since

tin1 successful assault on I'.iinaga, has
the,!- been so milch interest pianifcst-
ed here in Hie details of tin- Mexican
campaign as in the present attempt oi'
the rebel general. Villa, to capture the
important Federal base at Torreon. The
lighting at O.iiiinua was under the di-
i eel observation of American* just
across the line, but virtually nothingis known here of what iA going on at
Torreon. The Stale I >epa rt ment has
its represent.'! t i \ e at the front in the
person of Vice-Consul Carothers, but
so far it has heard nothing from the
vice-consul, except a brief message last
night thai tho results had not been
ili termined.
Army officers here believe that Vil¬

la's situation is critical. They point
out that il would be impossible for him
to proceed on his march to the City of
Mexico, leaving a strong Federal base
on his line of cominuiiicalions, while
on the other hand, ho cannot remain
indefinitely in his present posifion out¬
side of Torreon for lack of means to
keep his artny in food, water and* am¬
munition. Tho necessity of gathering
most n{ his troops at the front has
thinned the Constitutionalist leader's
lines of communication with his base at
Chihuahua, and if these should bo cut

(Continued On Second 1'ago.)

ANNA HELD ASKS $250,000 I
W'antn I)nm>Kri from ICInrmncolor

('uinpiin.T for Dlsplti tIhk H«'f-
[Special to 'Clio Times-Dispatch.]Now Vork, Mc.rch 20.¦.That she per¬

mitted the Kincumcoloi* (Company of
America to take pictures of her for her
own personal use and benefit, and with¬
out any thought that they would be
illsplayrd in motion-picture Iiouhcs
throughout tlie country, is (illIn
sin affidavit Hied by MIrh Anna Held in
the Supreme Court to-day. Miss Held
demanded 5250,000 from the defendant
in her complaint, ulong with an In¬
junction restraining the defendant from
exhibiting the pictures complaincd of
pending the trinl.

Tiie matter was net down for argu¬
ment before .lust i^o Weeks in the Su¬
preme Court to-day ns to a temporary
injunction, but the motion wan with¬
drawn by consent of counsel in open
court.

'I'll" plaintiff asserts thstt she in an
artist nf high standing and commands
the blithest salary of any in her class.
To have her pictureH shown In motion-
picture houres, slut ttays, interferes with
her drawing ability as an ultist in tho
flesh.
Harry N. Steinfeld Is Mies Hold's at¬

torney.

INSURANCE AS COMMERCE
llendit of Mnny CmnpHiiien I'nior Coa-

*111 u t ion ri I A iticnilinenl.
[Special to Tlie Times-Dispatch.]New Vork, March 2fi..Darwin P.

Kingsley, president of the New York
l.lfe Insurance company, declared to-
day an overwhelming majority of 300
Ptters received by him from the treadsof aw many insurance companies in this
country, ar.» In favor of the insurance
business being deelsired cornmcrce.
The letters received by Mr. Klngs-le\ were answers to a letter he reeetit-i 1\ sent out asking it the heads of the

::oii institutions would support a move-
inent looking toward the adoption of a
rnnstfftutloiial amendment specificallyd< claring insurance done outside of
a. company's own State to be commerce,

"(if these 30ft replies," said Mr.
Kingsley, "eighteen express opposi-tIon. or the remainder a few are non¬
committal, and some, while fsivoringFederal control, cite the present un-
happy conditions of the railroads, and
raise the question as to what th"
status of Insurance would he if .such
an amendment were adopted. An
overwhelming majority of the rep»i~sfavor the amendment unqualifiedly."

AMPLE FUNDS FOR REUNION
Confriirrilr IVnIIvIIIm nl Jacksonville

Will Mr on Klshorntc Seolc.
Jacksonville. Fla., March 2»'«..The

I finance committee of the Confederate
Reunion < »rg:uiiza tion announces to-
day that simple funds to carry out the
reunion plans and festivities on a!>.
el:, rat* scale have been obtained,Twenty-three thousand dollars haveI - -u Tiil in. with ST.Ooo more pledgedand full .¦* Sl.'/iO" In sight. ft looks
i it' mot e than *."0,000 will he raided,if *.1 at Simon: t is ii-eded. according to
<'h illman .'ha'-e, of the cainpafgn so-
li.it. i -orrmitt'e To-d:iv was "P.ut-
ti.'i ii-iy," ;tti<I ti e women sold them «>nthe streets at }1 ..sk'Ii, and mM with
treat success. Ad.iutant-Ceneral For¬
rest de. lares the reunion will he (,neof tii' most sucee«--yfii| ever lieid.

v telegram from Congressmanl.'Knsle to-day announces that <ecre-
tar> of the Navy Hanlels will send the1 'r<.>;.d*i:t s y.i -)it Mayflower arid one or
more battleships or cruisers here dur¬ing tli- Confederate reunion in May"provided the Mexican situation at thattime will pr: n it."

TAFT GIVES DIET RULES
Advises 2X~-l'ound Mnjiir of CiinlirlilRrlliin lie I .on l SficjlT founds.I Special to The Times-Dispsitch. 1Cambridge, March Former Pres¬ident T.ift has lost seventy pounds sinceM h i. 11. a reply to-day to a letterfrom .1 Kdward Harry, the 235-pounilMayor rithis city, asking for ad vie
on how to uet thin, the ex -1 'resident
gave these diet rules:

Don't* drink more than one glass ofwater at meals.
. live up toasted bresul and butter and,all kinds of food that contain fats. In¬cluding pork and veal.
II.it mutton, hoef or fowl.
Kat no sweets of any sort.
C>e all vegetables but potatoes.Kat only fruits that contain little

mitar.
Take good modern exercise, like play¬ing golf or walking tive miles a day.At the end of Taft's reply is tills

post script:
"I don't smoke or drink Intoxicatingliquors."

DECREASE IN EARNINGS
statement lor February noil for Past

I :igli i tliiiiilix liy Southern I'nciflc.
San 1'rsiticisco, Cal., March 26..fortli eight moiiths ending February 2S.

It'll, the Southern i'acitie Companyshowed i decrease in gross revenue| id* J3 201,127, sitid a decrease in the
revenue in excess of operating expensesand taxes of S4,.r>Ofi.7 Iv.

Ioiiinu' tiie same period there was anincrease in operating expenses of S
.;r.3, an increase in taxes of $S11,;»57,and an increase in total expenses and
taxes of $1.:!0r«,20.
For Fehi nary. IT'11. as against theI corresponding month in 1913, the <lc-

crease in gross revenue was S002.S 1!»,and the ile.-rease in revenue above ope¬
rating expense and taxes wsis $4«i4,S10.the increase in taxes was $77,S7H, and
the increase in all expenses, including
taxes, was $13S,00(i.
These figures were given out to-dayfrom the company's general office.

FARLOW IN GOOD HEALTH
t'liristinii Science I.ender Vol In Serious

Condition Iteiiorteil.
l'.oston, March 2t>..The committee on

publication "f* the Christian ScienceI Church to-dav issued the following
aiinouneeitient regarding the retirement(from the committee of Alfred Farlow
and the report that he had been seri-
ousl> ill.

"Alfred Farlow, after twenty-six
years of active service in connectionwith Christian Science organizations,nail' of which time he was manager:of the committee on publication, hasretired from that position of his own
accord, and for ihe future will he ac¬tive in oilier lines of Christian Sciencework.

"lie is now in good health, situl has
not been in l!i< serious condition of illhealth reported."

TWO STOPS IN FOREIGN PORTS;
Midshipmen on Summer Cruise Will
Slop Only nl \nplcM nnil (.rnvenenil.
Annapolis, Mil., March 2t>. Only two'stops are to be made in foreign portsduring the annual summer practice]cruise of the midshipmen from tlieFulled States Naval Academy, althoughthe voyage will cover over li>,."<00 miles.This was the aiiuoiiiic'cinent made lo-

day. I.eaving Annapolis June 7, thes(|iiadroii, t (impose.I of the bat t losliiplfMissouri, Idaho and Illinois, will reachNaples June 25 and remain until Julythe middies being allowed to visit
near-by points of interest. At c.rsives-
[end, fcugluml, they will stay from July13 to 17. The ships are due to reachjthe Chesapeake Capes on August 11.!The time until August 2S will be spentin target practice.

WILL ADJOURN *0 N~ AUGUST 20
Fnntouni ('Hpifol I'ropliet Predicts Dale

for Mud of Congress.
rSpecial to The Times-IDispatch.]Washington, March 20..Congresswill adjourn on August 20, according

to "Colonel" Jim Kdwards, the. famous
Capitol prophet'. Ilis previous predic¬tions on adjournments have worked
out about 7f> tier cent right. Tie halls
from Missouri, is a doorkeeper In tho
Senate, and has been a political prog-nostlcator for twenty years.

Change in Charter Bars
Increases to Thirty-
Eight Employes.

RULING IS MADE
BY CITY ATTORNEY

Tells City Auditor That Admin-
istrative Board, Under Recent
Legislative Act, Is Without
Power to Raise Employes'

Pay During Current
Fiscal Year.

Salary increases granted to tairty-
oisrht employes of tlx 1 ,"?r:llViiK-nt b an ordinance .1 pprovi <1 Maini
IS ;u> held to b- without effect 'Hi¬
tler :jm opinion handed down yest.-r-
.l-i v bv citv Attorney I'ollanl, whoJ.fiuvr's tli.1t tho recent chartor
oliHria"u act passed ».>* tlio General
Assembly clourly liars th« ir admlt-

la,rii^ opinion r.'iis transmitted to City
Auditor t .:er^h:v\v s:t his request torit rultnu to c'.«ar up doubts which had
nrlvi, as to tli»- legality of ,h'V'7i Cnone-. Tl » in- asure in- reaped tho
s-il .. l * .*" of thr« <* foremen of lb" plp4*-iaying for. .. to S I «_ .lay: thirtythree
t.'i'vl'o in''!i to a day. arid 11 .

stor« keeper and pressure-loom hand
to J4 a day.
Th* barring of tho salary Increase

named. has cans d a decided Mir In
i*ir.v llali cii*. lor, the development
being r-narded as cxtrem'-ly
tunate. Practically all of th- city d-»-
partiifuts have enjoyed general ln-
ereas>-s this vtar. Sall-.ry raises nave
b-« n granted also to other employes
of tho Has Department for whom pro-
vision was made earlier in tho > ear.
Various rutnors were afloat ysf rday
attaching tl.r blamo for the failure of
tb" uas niploves' liirrcasi-s to different
bran-lies of tlo- city c«vnnm»nt.

I n l rodncetl in September.
The ordinance was introduced .in

t>-.. < ronimon < 'oun.'il by < .ounellman
Vonderl'-hr on S> pt' inlx r If 13. As
originally drawn it provided increases
only :>>!. the forem n and s-rvic: men.
It was r« fcrred simultaneously to tho
Administrative Hoard ami Finance
Comm itt- "n March six months
after It.- introduction in the lower
blanch -it was reporte.l by the Ad¬
ministrative P.oard to the Common
Council with th* recominendation that
it be pass.-d after being amended to
Include increases for the storekeeperand pressure-room hand.
Tlx Common fount .1 accepted the

ani'-ndm.-nt, and by a vote of is to
passed the ordinance on .March 2, send-inn It over to the upper branch. TheHoard of Aldermen concurred in th-
action of the Common Council. pass-ins; the ordinance by a vote of ito

oil .March 1". It was approved bythe .Mayor on .March 13.
I.flirnil \Nsrm liljr Acts.

Prior t.. the approval of the ineas-
ure bv the Alavor, however, the (I'-n-eral Assembly passed the . hart- rchanges bill introduced by the Kich-n.on.i delegation. Th- bill carried an
..mergenev t laitse, putting it into etl'cctHorn its passage. It was apt.roved byliovcinur Stuart on February Js. andbe. am- at on--.- effective. The act t on-tains an amendment t<? section -.'« oftl e city charter governing the salariesof city employes iiiul officers, worded
as follows:
"The city Council shall fix the payof all oliic-rs appointed l>y them, andthe Administrative Hoard shall lix the

pay ol" all oliic-rs . whom tin y are nownr'niay I..- hereafter authorized to ap¬point! subject, however, to the ap¬proval of the Council, and the waneso! all employes of the city in d. part-ments under their control .shall betlx. <1 b\ the Administrative Hoard, andsuch wane- may, from time to time, beincreased or diminished by said board,any incr.-ase not to take effect, how-|ev.-r, until th- expiration of the fiscal
y.ar during which such increase ininatl*

Itnrred by Clinrtcr < linnce,Th.- fact that the charter change be¬
came- effective before the ordinanc-- in¬creasing the salaries was approved bythe May or, the City Attorney _ holds,effectually bars th>- raises becausesuch increases would be in direct vio¬lation of tin- last provision of the sec¬tion jnst i|uot> d, which prohibits themfruin takinu eff-ct tmtil the expirationof the tiscal year during which theyare made.
The «. m-ral appropriation ordinance,approve! by th- .Mayor on February1::. <-ontained the follow Inpr clause:. It is further provided that, in viewof the p.-neral inert ases of salaries and

wanes liurini; tie past year, no salariesor wanes shall be increased, to becomeeffective. duriiiK the 11sea I year, otherthan such as may now be pending intin- c'ity Council."
This clause was inserted to providea check on further increases this yearin lii" event that the charter ehannebill should fail to pass. It would havepermitted the (las Department in-t-rt-iis.-s which are now barred by thelegislative act, under the provisionexemptini? from the inhibition in¬creases pending at the time of the pas¬sant- of tlo- appro]>riation ordinance.Oilier Increases An'eeled.The City Attorney's fining bars alsofrom noing into . I'L'ect measure.# thatare now pciidinn in the Council whichprovide salary increases for theSecond Assistant city engineer, thedeputy clerk of Hustings c0tirt. PartII.. the bailiff of the Civil Justice'sCourt, the several keepers of the cityparks, ami the probation oflicer of thoJuvenile Court. All of these increaseswere pendine at the time the budgetwas approved, and would have beeneligible but for tin- effect of the char¬ter change act.
As the matter now stands, unless anattempt is made to annul the City At¬torney's construction of the law bymandamus, the Council and Adminis¬trative Hoard are. without power togrant the increases enumerated un¬til next year. It Is extremely un¬likely that any such course will betaken, and life matter is already re¬

git riled as practically closed.The City Attorney holds in hiaopinion -that both the Council andhoard have the power to increase thesaiaries of ollicers unOer tlu-ir direc¬tion at any time during the year. Theprohibition. In- holds, applies only tothe wages of employes. In this con¬nection .Mr. Pollard lays down clearlyhis definition of the terms "employe"and "officer".a distinction which wasthe cause of considerable trouble lastyear when an attempt was made bythe Administrative Hoard to increasethe salary of Superintendent Knowlcs,of the Has Works.
City Attorney'* Opinion.Mr. Pollard's opinion, rendered toCity Auditor Crenshuw, follows:

.March t!C, 1914.Mr. C.oorge S. Crenshaw,
Auditor,
Richmond, Va.

Dear Sir,.I am in receipt of yourfavor of the 17th inst. relative to theconstruction of the recent charieramendments, which you advise me wereapproved, ami consequently ]>ecame ef-
(Continued On h'econd Page.)

STRONG PRESSURE
ON FIELD MARSHAL

. 10 KEEP HIS POST
|Chief of Staff and Adju-

tant-General Both
Resign.

MAY BE INDUCED
TO RECONSIDER

Government Still Faces Situation
of Extreme Difficulty, and As-

quith Postpones Promised
Statement to Parliament.
Seely to Change Port¬
folios With Harcourt.

London. March 2R..That th* gov-
crnm*nt .si ill ia facing a situation of
'..xtremt- difficulty in proved by the fact
that ! rentier Asquith was not In a po-

j."-:tion to-night to male" his promised
statom* nt in Parliament. and it con-
K- quontly was postponed until to-

! narrow.
The air in full of extravagnnt rumors,

'among tin- most credible being the re¬
port that Colonel Seely after nil is to

Hi" War Office by an exchange
of portfolios with I.cw"ia llarcourt, Sec¬
retary for tin* Colonies.

Tin; only n« w facts in the situation
to-day wr<* found in the resignation
of I'lfM Marshal Sir John French, chief
of tlie imperial genera! staff, ami 'Sir
John Spencer Dwart. adjutant-general,
from tin- army council. Rumors that
other members* of the army council
have rt signed could not be confirmed.
Negotiations and onnfercnces be-

tween Buckingham Palace, the War
< ifliee and Downing Street were carriedIon throughout the day. and it was
known that the strongest efforts were
being adopted t.» induce Field Marshal
French and C.enerni Kwart to recon-
sliler. *1'h. Prime Minister called a hur-
ried meeting of the Cabinet at his
residence after it was decided to post¬
pone the statement to ivirliiimcnt.

Later it was announced with a show'of authority that both Fr> noli and
Kwart ai last had (MHis:ent«d to with¬
draw their resignations.

In Ireland, no change has occurred.
Belfast remains «|ttiet, and. although
it is asserted that officers at the
Curraph camp are determined to re¬
sign because of the repudiation of
Colonel Seely's guarantee by the gov¬
ernment, no actual resignations, so far
as is known, have occurred.
Strong pressure evidently was

brought to bear on Sir John" French
to retain his post. He was summoned
to an interview with Premier Asquithafter the Prime Minister had seen King,«;eorge. Subsequently the field marshal
proceeded to F.uekingham Palace toconfer with the King.
The Hold marshal, who was one ofthe signatories of the memorandum toBrigadier-'Jenoral Hubert though, j»iv-ing guarantees to the army officers that

they would not be ordered to tight the
;i Ister I"nionjsts. regarded the repudie-tio.n of the document by the govern-inent as a slight on himself. For that
'reason he resigned.

It now is asserted that as soon asthe government formally withdrawsthe guarantees given by Colonel SeelySecretary of War, and Field MarshalSir John French, many officials willagain resign their commissions, and, as
one of them said, "This time in ear¬nest."
There is also to be settled the ques¬tion of what the army council will do.Brigadier-i5enern 1 Hough, command¬

er of the Third Cavalry Brigade, saidto-day: "If Premier Asquith withdrawsthe guards, he will have to throw overtJie army council, and the governmentwill he faced practically with disrup¬tion of the army."
Many Liberals think Premier Asquithshould have accepted the resit;nation ofColonel Seely.

\etloti \»| 1'nkru.
i At midnight Field Marshal French
j authorized the statement that his resig¬nation neither had been accepted norwithdrawn. Nothing is likely to heknown officially until Premier'Asquithmakes his statement in the House ofCommons to-morrow, when it probablywill be found that the removal of Col¬onel Seelv from the War Office is theprice paid for the withdrawal of the^resignations of Ucnerals French andKwart, and that the arrangement ofithis was I he reason for the postpone-inent of the Premier's statement.
.According to the best information, the
War i itlice conference to-day of all the| principal commanding generals of the
army was called to enable HernialsFrench and Kwart to explain that theirresignation was a personal matter,arising solely from the fact that'theysigned th«- Hough memorandum whichthe government since had repudiated[and they urged that all the other otll-
cers should remain at their posts. Then.followed interviews with Uic ministers
.and an audience with the King, with aview to inducing them to reconsider

t heir act. I Hit both Cent ral French andHeneral Kwart remained tirui in theirdecision tiiat it w ould be impossible'for them to retain their posts whileColonel Seely remained Secretary forWar. They were willing, however, lowithdraw their resignations if ColonelSeely was removed.
Mu»t \l>ainlon Seely.Faced by this ultimatum and theI knowledge that there was a strongfeeling against Colonel Seely amongradicals, the Prime Minister seems to

have arrived at the conclusion thathe must abandon Colonel Seelv. Thereiias been talk of appointing John Burns,president of the local governmenthoard, as Secretary of War, and a re-1
port also has been current of an ex¬change of portfolios between Lewisllarcourt and Colonel Seely. It is gen¬erally believed, however, that il willbe found that Colonel Seely again hasresigned, and tiiat his resignation hasbeen accepted: I hat Lewis llarcourthas been selected to replace him. andthat Lord Kminctt, I'pder Secretary forthe Colonies, will be promoted ColonialSecretary.
Another Cabinet council will bo held

to-morrow before Parliament as¬sembles: so it is quite possible thatthere will be other, perhaps unexpecteddevelopments In the kaleidoscopic situ¬ation. Much interest is shown in the.almost daily conferences betweenChancellor Lloyd Heorge and Jamesitamsay .MacI)t>nabl, the IndependentLabor member, wJiicli in some quarters
are interpreted as meaning a newcoalition between the Labor party andthe extreme radicals, who place theland question and social reform in theforefront of t he .bat I le.

Determined tit ltc*lgn.Dublin, March 26..A majority of Ihecavalry officers at. Curragh adhere totheir determination to resign ratherthan obey orders and servo against Li¬
ster. They are indignant at what theyterm the bad faith displayed by the
government iu repudiating the agree-inent made with Brigadler-HeneralHough, commander of the Third Caval¬
ry Brigade.

/ifi'iimrr Iteported Safe.
f Special to The Times-1 dspatch. ]San Francisco, March .JC..Tlie ln-ter-Isiand steamer Mauri, which was

reported destroyed early to-day In nnexplosion of dynamite, this afternoonreported that she was safe. The re¬
port catno hero by wireless.

Resigns Commission in British Army

FIELD MARSHAL SIR JOHN" FRENCH.

DECREE IN FAVOR
: OF GOVERNMENT
'Court Orders Dissolution of Bell

Companies in Washington,
Oregon and Idaho.

DECISION SETS PRECEDENT

Will Govern Future Findings in
Various Parts of United

States.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch. 1
Washington, March 116..What is con¬

sidered one of the most important tri¬
umphs of the Department of Justice
during the present administration was
effected to-day, whon the l-nited States
Supreme Court at l'ortland. Orciron, en¬
tered a decree in favor of the govern-
ment in the dissolution proceedings
against the Hell Telephone Companies,
oi Washington, Oregon and Idaho.
The suit, which was Instituted last

.July by direction of Attorney-General
Mclteynolds. named the American Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company, the Pa-
eiiie Telephone and Telegraph Company,
tiie Sunset Telephone and Telegraph
Company, the Pacific States TelegraphCompany and others, all of which are
hnown as the Hell Companies, as de-
fendants.
Attorney-General McRe.vnolds basedthe suit on the charge that the defend¬

ants had entered into a combination
to monopolize the means or telephoniccommunication in and between theSlates ol Oregon, Washington anil Ida-ho. The Attorney-General showed that
on the strength of this combination,the companies obtained control of tlv'Northwestern Telephone I'onipanvowning competing long distance lines'from Port Angeles, Washington, to Cor-vails. Oregon. Control was also ac¬quired of the Interstate Telephone Com¬
pany. owning competing long distancelines from Spokane, Washington, intoNorthern Idaho, and the llome Tele¬phone Company of Spokane, whichowned a competing exchange at that
point.

1 he Attorney-General showed thatthe combination purchased competingexchanges In Seattle, Tacoma and Hel-lingham.
t

<ircnlcNt Importance.The decision of the court of Oregonhi favor of the government 5s consider¬ed as of the greatest importance here
in as much as tin* case is a precedent!and the decree will govern future de¬
cisions of courts in various parts of
the^ I'lilted States.
The decree in favor of the govern-'ment adjudges that the defendant com-bincd to monopolize the means of tele-phonic communication between th-->three States named, in violation of theantitrust act, and forbids them to form

any like combination in the. future. TheHell Companies are ordered to disposeof their holdings In the Northwestern.and Interstate Companies (the two
long distance companies), and prohibits
them from acquiring hereafter any in¬
terest in these companies.

C. .1. Smvthe. Ksq., of the Omaha bar.
represented the government in the case,ami took testimony in San Francisco!Tacoma. Seattle, Spokane, Hutte. Pen-j
ver. Chicago. Baltimore, Philadelphiaand New York.

STILL FROZEN IN ICE
.Member of lliirvnril Kspcilllloit \\ rites

of Sehoiiner'.s I'HkIiI,
Boston, March Uii. The power

schooner, I'olar Hear, chartered by tlie
Harvard expedition, vtill was frozen
ill the Arctic ice on December L'I>. ac-
cording to a letter of that date re¬
ceived to-day by Samuel j. Mixter
from his son, Samuel Mixter, who is
with members of the party who re¬
mained with the vessel.
Another letter written on December

I*, aboard the ship Uelvidero at Collin-
son Point, where young Alixter was a
guest of l»r. Anderson, of the southern
division of Hiefansson's party, also re-
eel veil to-day, said there still was no
word of the ship lvarluk His party,Mixter said, would continue the three-
year trip undertaken.
The second message said Stefansson

on his way out bad Just arrived, ami
thought the Karluk still was in. the
ice. It also told of the beaching i>f
the big freight schooner Transit, Justwesl. of Point l>at*row.
The mall was taken on foot andsb-dges much of the way to FairbanksAlaska,

VITAL TO REPEAL
E

President Declares Judgment of
\\ hole World Is Against

United Sfates.

MATTER IS NOT PERSONAL

Members Urged to Vote Patrioti¬
cally to Correct Serious In¬

ternational Situation.

VVa.4 hin^ton. March 2i!..T'resUlcnt
Wilson in talks with cullers to-day
argued that members of Congrress were
not being tislceil t<> change their per-
son'ii opinions on tin- tolls exemption,
but in vo|»» patriotically for its repeal

i in order to correct a serious Interna¬
tional situation which threatened to
embarrass the I'nitcd States at every

(turn in future negotiation of treaties
ami trade agreements.
The President told Congressmen who!

visited thi* \\ hi to [ louttc that thorc who
based their opposition to the repeal on
eeonomii: grounds, or even on their in-
dividual interpretation of the May-Panneefoie treaty, were losing .sight
o! the main point -the united and
unanimous opposition of the civilized
World at aii>st tin- tolls exemption.Tlie President has been informed thatthe prt ss oi" South America, speaking,jo- thinks, also tor their governments,has .mined the press and governments>i" tIn rest of the world iu the view]that the 1 "nlted States is interpretingtreaties to suit itself, regardless of oh-ligations.

No I'erfcoiiiil (titration,
Mr. Wilson emphasized that it was

[to pel si >na I question with him.thoughlie himsell. I».'lieveil tile tolls exemption
.vast -i I'orin of ship suhsidv and a mis-taken economic policy, as well as <ibreach ot the treaty. He reiterated thathe did ol iro |i, ('oiuvrcss with his
message to express his personal views,but to ^ t.«t. a condition which had
i is. ii internationally, involving clrcutn-stances which were not before meiuberst tVM'.i es:- when they last consideredt lie na mn t 'a !. tl an.

I fe did m t believe members of Oon-!.'!"¦--s wi.ul i I'<. compromising tin in .

s-Ives by vhangiiiK their votes nowbec.1 ISC ie Itli. w they could not hnvo
J"' esei'ii tlie world-wide protest at that

.\-Ued just What the international
> tu.itlon w as. the Pit-blent e\]dalned
V ,

" ;is ,l"" judgment of the
w| moI" \\(»rlu u -IS unanimously againstthe ni ted States on a situation of Jailloa >1 honor and a tr. atv old i u:, t iontol-el;;,, ;. o 111ge ll-IM 11> WOUhiMnsK-to about entering intoI II! tin 11 cities 1.1- trade aore Uiei.ts..¦or ' 'is ie; ]¦.. helii it as \i;.il to!icp.-al li tolls exempt ion clause

;l oo ltiK to Me ( iiptinn*.
V:' 4 'i' V" I'resi

j. x' expiaine.l tin- situa¬tion to one group of callers. II,. ,0.V.1." i
1 A,,"^i"ie»» nation as too i

cio! i I! »"u.;'"1"1 ungenerous< 'Ptious in its construction of treatiesli e ! int..I States, he believes, is too
" t" s i\ \\ .- will iio just as little

,
»",!s' de, and as we please in in.
P' J '!~ "bligalions." II.- j,,.sist.d t hat the I hiiiit for tin- Pnit.d*.r!. Is- i

ftas voluntarily and un-V,,!. " its own ships pavt'dls on an e.|ua II ty with other na-tons as the points Involved were toolsi,,a,l as compared with t)..
SS" yy 'i>'i loss ..r pres-

sioned would bo ocea-

OLD MYSTERY IS CLEARED
Negro i'onfivs.sri In Murder « omniKto.lIII St rjinton TtvHvr \ ears \K».I .Specia l to |'|M. Times-Dispatch IHilli.s l.arrt;, I-a .March "t". .A1 1 .i "ton murder, which has been imystery for the past twelve vears was I
nIIe<I 'I"|»rI»l? ' Ul""I'egruill,!I?i. 'J.. li ).° vears;, negro, was,tVi i iii

a t tack in it a number ofInt .. glrln, and conf.^se.i that lie crlni-!inall> attacked .Miss Mary Quiun. whileat Sicranton, on June -j, 1U02. and after-
spiag 1U>1' "'tU 11 h,t
The crime was one that stirred Pe.ran ton. but the skiver was never run!down, and the crime remained a nivs-J'-ry. although the authorities believed!that \\ ill lain Perry, ,i nc^ro, now serv¬ing tune, was hot* iniinltM'or.

^
<>oc*tliiilh \ rri\ cm nl Colon.

< oloii, Ala r« li r'olotiol (loor^i* \V<iO«th.il« ami I.is uiO arrived In-ro to¬day from iIt*. rnit««l Stairs. a fan*-Well banquet was given to-night inhonor of 1,1 ».-utenant-Colonel William LMbert.

Begins Hardest Fight
Yet Undertaken by

Wilson.

CLARK VIGOROUS
IN OPPOSITION

Speaker Encourages Opponents
of Repeal Measure.Both Sides
Display Great Activity in
Preparing for Reopening of
Struggle To-Day, When
Vote Will Be Taken.

Washington. March .The greatestlegislative battle yet undertaken byPresident Wilson's administration wasbegun to-day with the presentation of
a special rule in the House to limit de¬bate and prohibit amendment on theadministration's proposal to repeal tho
provision of the Panama Canal act al¬lowing froo pnssago to American ships.Knr two hours the rule alternately wasdefended and attacked in loated do-bate in the House. When adjournmentcame, with an hour of debate on therule left for to-morrow, Speaker ChampClark, who before had not announcedhis position oil the repeal policy, issued
a statement vigorously opposing therule.

"Surely there is nothing sacred aboutthis repeal bill, and there is no reasonfor this mad rush." said the Speaker'sstatement. "L will not be a party toramming suoh a rule down the throatsof members."
Impressed with the importance of ameasure which President Wilson hascharacterized as necessary to the con¬duct of liifl administration's foreignpolicy, an extraordinary attendance ofmembers was on the floor when therule was presented. Galleries and floor

were crowded: throngs of spectatorsfilled the seats in the galleries, occu¬pied the stairways and overflowed intothe corridors. The spectators cainowhen the House met at 11 o'clock to¬day and waited hour after hour, asroutine business delayed the tolls 1 >i 11and the nervous tension on the floor
grow more and more tense.

Slmn Present* llnlcjThe. legislative way finally wascleared, and at .! o'clock RepresentativeHenry, chairman of the Rules Commit¬tee, presented the rule limiting debateon the Sims bill to twenty hours, andprecluding amendment, except for a.single motion to recommit. Brief ar¬gument brought about an agreementfor three hours of debate on the rule,and lite preliminary skirmish of thegreatest legislative struggle of a de¬cade was on.
To a House silently attentive. Repre¬sentative Henry explained the rule, andlaunched into a defense of the repealbill. Then followed an argument inwhich the rulo received little attentionas compared with the merits of themeasure; and the President's foreignpolicy, the right of the American gov¬ernment to exercise control of the canalit has built, and the economic advis¬ability of free tolls for American ships,were dragged back and forth in thediscussion.
Most speakers dwelt on the foreignsituation. The President's adherentswho spoke, all Democrats, declared thatunder the treaty the United Slates hadno moral right to pass its ships free.His opponents. Republicans and Pro¬gressives. attacked the foreign policyof the administration and denouncedthe proposed repeal as '"abject surren¬der to Great llritain."

1 lidertTOod Remuiun Unlet.Throughout the discussion MajorityLeader Underwood, for the tirst timeopposing the administration, sal quiet¬ly in his seat, listening attentively tothe argument. Republican LeaderMann and Progressive Leader Mur-doek both made arguments against therule and the bill.
Administration leaders to-night vig¬orously sought to keep their support¬ers in 1 iii. and to get recruits. The op¬position directed its efforts to obtainvotes to defeat a motion to close de¬bate on the rule, which will be madeafter an hour's debate to-morrow, amiwhich, if beaten, would allow amend¬ment of the rule. In this situation, op¬ponents of the bill would attempt toopen the Sims bill to amendment, andmight force the adoption of a compro¬mise amendment, repealing the tollssection, without surrendering the con¬tention that the United States underthe treaties lias the right to grant freetolls.
Speaker Clark's statement to-nightencouraged opponents of the rule, andRepresentative Sims, author of the re¬peal bill, later issued a statement, de¬claring: "1 have heard there will he anorganized effort by enemies of the ad¬ministration, both in and out of theDemocratic partj, to defeat the mo¬tion for the previous question on therule to-morrow. The object of thiswould be simply to allow embarrassingamendments t«> be offered to the bill.A vote against the previous questionwill be virtually a vote against thobill."
Roth sides displayed great activitythroughout tlie ..veiling, preparing forthe reopening of the struggle to-mor¬row.

( lurk'N Statement.Speaker Clark's statement read:"I am deatl against the rule on tItotolls question, and intend to voteagainst it. 1 will not stultify myselfl>y voting for any such rule. I lc<i thotight to liberalize the rules and prac¬tices of the House, thereby imperilingmy political future. We won that longand bitter tigiit, and it was the ilrsnDemocratic victory in eighteen years.Time and time again I declared that twould not advocate a thinu when inthe minority that I would not advocateiii the majority.
"The Democrats won the House in1910, the tirst time in sixteen years, fwas unanimously nominated for Speak¬er and duly elected by every Demo¬cratic. vote in the House, with thohearty good-will of every Republican,because they believed that I am a truth¬ful man. In order to liberalize therules and practices of the House, [voluntarily relinquished a lame por¬tion of the powers of the Speaker,which 1 could have retained by makinga tight, but I honestly believed thatthe Speaker had too much power underthe old system.
"Among other tilings, I declared thatI was in favor of throwing bills opento ample discussion and amendment,and I am going to keep the faith, ontowhat may. If I were to vote fur thopending rule, 1 could not look theHouse in tho face. When I made thatstatement. I was speaking particular¬ly of tariff bills, but my statement isEqually applicable to all great bills.Hero is the situation: We have a ruloreported on a bill on the greatest ques¬tion presented in my twenty years inthe House, in-side which tariff billssink into pitiable insignificance, a billwhich, if passed, will cliangi our for¬eign policy which we have maintainedfor 125 years, and only twenty hoia'ifor debate are permitted under tlifiproposed rule, and the right to amendis prohibited, and no intervening mo¬tion permitted except one motion torecommit.
"On such au important and far-


